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margravate and monarchy were successively built
up would require more space than can here be
spared.* The main steps alone can be mentioned.
They were as follows: (i) The New Mark, lying
beyond the Oder, and stretching northward through
Eastern Pomerania till it almost touched the Baltic
coast, was added by the Elector Frederick II in 1455.
(2) The Elector Albert Achilles, 1470-86, annexed
numerous small tracts, mainly on his frontiers, such
as Krossen, just above Frankfort on Oder. (3) The
Elector John Cicero, 1486-99, secured Zossen, a
district not large but valuable as being only some
twenty miles south of Berlin. (4) Then came the
Reformation. It was a godsend to this acquisitive
House. By turning Protestant it was able to mop
up the territories of secularised bishoprics and
abbacies on a vast scale: the most important items
were the episcopal lands of Brandenburg, Havelberg,
Lebus, Buskow, and Storkow. The succulent arch-
bishopric of Magdeburg also lay within the Hohen-
zollern province, but it was not fully absorbed until
after the Thirty Years War.
The profits of perversion which thus accrued to
the Brandenburg Hohenzollerns, great as they were,
* The student who wishes to pursue this theme may be referred
to the excellent volume by Sir John Marriott and Sir Charles Grant
Robertson entitled The Evolution of Prussia (Clarendon Press, 1915).
There is also an admirable map, giving all the essential data in graphic
form, in F. W. Putzger's Historischer Schul-Atlas (Map 30, Ent-
wickelung Pretissens 1415-1806).
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